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Decoupling Physical and Spiritual Ascent Narratives in 

Astrobiology 
 

Many discussions of human futures take for granted an unending, exponential, and 

undifferentiated expansion of intelligence. I differentiate between concepts of evolution 

and development within modern biology. “Evolutionary” narratives of human technological 

and moral growth regularly associated with space travel fit more closely with development, 

particularly the social development of economists and sociologists (i.e., Auguste Comte, 

Herbert Spencer, Lewis Henry Morgan) than with evolution by natural selection. I review 

the prevalence of developmental soteriology – associating the hope for salvation with 

predictable, yoked advances in technology and morality – in modern science fiction and 

popular science. The impersonal end of the anthropic principle is no less dangerous than 

the personal end of God and equally able to develop a priesthood (e.g., eugenics and 

paternalistic colonialism). The problem is not supernatural agency but the axiology of 

progress, known to an elite. 
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