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Rc—cxamining the Compatihility of I volution and Dcsign
Argumcnts

(C ould evolution and bio]ogical design arguments be comPatib]e after all? |t has often been
arguecl that there is a conflict between evolution and seeing any divine purpose in the
biological world. Darwin himself strugglecl with the issue, saying that sometimes the intuition
of c{esign ‘comes over me with overwhc!ming force' but at other times it seems to go away.’ ]n
modern dcbates, many defenders of design arguments have oPtec{ to argue against
evolution. lnsteacl, this lecture c‘leveloPs a Phi]osophical evo/ut/onary C/e.s[gn argument,
uPclating the ideas of 1 9th~centurzv,; biologist Asa Grag based on current science and
Pl’lilosopl’lg. T[’xis cl’xallenges the dichotomg of evolution and design as oPPosing
exP]anations, therebﬂ unclermining both ]nte“igent Dcsign arguments (insoFar as thég
require gaps in cvo]utionarg Processes) and atheistic Philosophica] interPretations of
evolutions, which assert that evolution is Purposeless and unguicled The lecture also
considers and rcsPonds to four okjcctions to evolutionar9 design arguments, including (1)
the ]ogica] compatibility of evolution and clesign} (2) the Principle of simPlicityj (3) the role of
chance in evolution, and (4) Potential umcalshciability. Evolutionary design arguments
Provide an interesting case stucly of the relationship between theistic and scientific

explanations.
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